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Nowadays, the South China Sea has been identified with increasing defense spending and military modernization of the neighboring countries which are driven by China’s assertiveness in the region. China’s assertive behavior in the South China Sea is an expression of its growing ambition over the region which is part of its core interests.
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Dewasa ini, Laut Cina Selatan ditandai dengan peningkatan belanja pertahanan dan  modernisasi militer oleh negara-negara sekitar yang dipicu oleh sifat agresif Cina di kawasan. Keagresifan Cina di Laut Cina Selatan merupakan bentuk ambisi Cina dalam menguasai kawasan tersebut yang merupakan bagian dari kepentingan nasionalnya. 
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Introduction (TNR 12pt spasi 1,5) 
The South China Sea has been a center of attention in international affairs for the dynamics of its geopolitics. Its strategic significance to the world is exposed through the abundant amount of resources and potentials such as fishery stocks, minerals and hydrocarbon, and also its position as a strategic commercial shipping lane (Center for Strategic and International Studies, 2016; Cronin, 2013). Kutipan menggunakan Bodynote
Figure 1. The South China Sea Power Struggle
[image: https://images.theconversation.com/files/133766/original/image-20160811-11853-u3olrl.png?ixlib=rb-1.1.0&q=45&auto=format&w=754&fit=clip]
Contoh Source:
Among the narratives of Chinese assertiveness in the South China Sea, here are some of the allegedly assertive actions in the South China Sea as identified based on the conceptualization of “assertiveness” by Richard Q. Turcsányi:
Table 1. Allegedly Assertve Actions of China in South China Sea 2009-2017[image: 9]

Source: Richard Q. Turcsányi (2017)
The maritime diplomacy of Japan towards the Philippines is formalized in the “Strengthened Strategic Partnership” which is also strengthened with various agreements that support both countries’ commitment in the maritime cooperation. Amongst the agreements are: (Jika menggunakan daftar gunakan angka atau huruf)
1. The 2012 Statement of Intent on Defense Cooperation and Exchanges between the Department of National Defense and the Ministry of Defense”
[bookmark: _Toc507240984][bookmark: _Toc507354809][bookmark: _Toc507240985][bookmark: _Toc507354810]Meanwhile, if seen through Christian Le Mière’s maritime diplomacy conceptualization (Figure 3), Japan’s strategic partnership with the Philippine leans towards cooperative maritime diplomacy concept. Rather than using coercion as its primary tool, cooperative maritime diplomacy makes use of attraction and values as its tool (Mière, 2014, p. 8), which supports Japan’s proactive approach. Referring to Le Mière’s conceptualization, Japan-Philippines maritime diplomacy is adopting the following forms of cooperative maritime diplomacy:
[bookmark: _Toc507240986][bookmark: _Toc507354811]Figure 3. Japan-Philippines Cooperative Maritime Diplomacy[image: ]	 Contoh Source:
Conclusion
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