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INTRODUCTION

Karangsong Village, located in Indramayu District, has an area of 24,340.469 hectares,
including public waters of 868.57 hectares. The majority of the village's population is
fishermen. In 2023, fisheries production in West Java reached 1,592,694.75 tons, with
Indramayu Regency contributing 551,632.81 tons, divided between capture fisheries of
174,131.77 tons and aquaculture of 377,501.04 tons (Yanto, 2024). Despite being rich in
marine resources, there are still many fishermen who live below the poverty line, especially
those who belong to underprivileged families (Anwar & Wahyuni 2019; Yuliana 2021).

Table 1. Development of the Percentage of Poor Population in Indramayu Regency 2019-

2023.
No Year Percentage
1 2019 11,11
2 2020 12,7
3 2021 13,04
4 2022 12,77
5 2023 12,13

Source : (Databoks, 2024)

The percentage of poor people in Indramayu Regency, data as of November 30, 2023,
was recorded at 12.13 percent. This number decreased by 0.64 percent compared to the
previous year which was reported at 12.77 percent. The development of the percentage of
poor people over the past 5 years in Indramayu Regency has been on an up-and-down trend,
moving from poverty of 11.11 percent to 13.04 percent in 2019 and towards 12.13 percent in
2023. In general, fishermen are also referred to as coastal communities who professionally or
routinely carry out fishing or other marine products as their livelihoods. The coast is an area
rich in marine resources and is home to fishing communities who depend on marine catches
for their survival.

However, the economic conditions of small-scale fishermen's households are often
vulnerable and unstable due to climate change factors. Climate change has a major impact on
the function of marine ecosystems, changing the distribution of fish stocks and their food
(Nagelkerken et al., 2023). Likewise, the biomass that can be caught in the ocean could drop
by up to 40% in some tropical areas (Cinner et al., 2022). Climate change and loss of social
capital are seen as major threats to small-scale fisheries, as is the decline of coastal
infrastructure, loss and degradation of near-shore habitats, and privatization of access rights
(Stoll et al. 2023).

Climate change results not only in a decrease in the number of fish but also in a shift in
the population of fish species, changes in fish migration patterns, and the creation of social
and economic risks (Raubenheimer & Phiri 2023). The phenomenon of climate change has also
resulted in a decline in the economic level of fishermen due to the absence of fishing activities,
and has impacted the income for fishermen's households due to weather disruptions (Lukum
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et al. 2023; Purba 2022). Coastal communities, especially small-scale fishermen, are very
dependent on marine resources to meet their living needs. However, climate change makes it
difficult for fishermen to determine when fish will arrive, resulting in a decrease in economic
income (Wahyudi et al., 2023). In addition, other social issues related to the poverty of
fishermen include economic vulnerability due to low and unstable incomes caused by
fluctuating market prices, lack of alternative livelihoods, insufficient cooperation and support
networks, the prevalence of illegal fishing practices, and so on (Fernando et al., 2024; Macusi
& Sabino, 2023; Putri, 2024).

By conducting dialogue in the public sphere effectively, a supportive environment can
be created for small-scale fishermen to optimize the potential of the public sphere to exchange
ideas and concepts in improving the family economy. The public sphere is one of Habermas'
concepts introduced in his habilitation thesis in 1962 entitled "The Structural Transformation
of the Public Sphere: An Inquiry into a Category of Bourgeois Society". The public sphere is
not owned by the state, the economy, or the family; rather, it is a place where individuals gather
to communicate about issues that are relevant to society in general. This is the arena where
public thought is carried out and public opinion is formed (Finlayson, 2023).

The role of dialogue in this public sphere is crucial because it facilitates the exchange of
ideas, experiences, and concepts between fishermen. Through dialogue, two-way
communication can be achieved to build meaning and create understanding (Sidharta et al
2024). They can identify problems, formulate solutions, and create joint agreements for further
action. The economic conditions of fishermen during the lean season require fishermen to
seek ideas by creating alternative economies. From this dialogue, awareness emerged about
the importance of seeking joint solutions, and the initiative to involve coastal women in efforts
to improve the family economy.

In this framework, the role of women in the coastal economy is very important. Although
often not recorded in official statistics, coastal women play a vital role in the economic
activities of small-scale fishermen's households, from trading to family financial management
(Gaffar & Latang 2021). In addition to influencing changes in household economic income, the
role of women in improving the economy of fishing households can be further enhanced
through skills in processing fish caught from the sea and providing market intelligence for the
sustainability of their businesses (Rahim et al. 2021; Liliyana et al. 2023).

In terms of sustainable development, using natural and human resources in a
comprehensive development system to build a healthy ecosystem. Improved access to
education, training, and business capital, as well as policies that support women'’s
management of marine resources, can create new opportunities for environmental
sustainability and economic growth in coastal areas. By providing equal opportunities to
women, sustainable development can be achieved to ensure that the interests of women and
men are taken into account in the allocation of resources (Warth & Koparanova 2012).

Previous studies have been extensively conducted to examine how women navigate
public sphere. Various studies show the important role of women in the public sphere,
especially in the use of social media like Twitter and their involvement in communities. Women
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use Twitter to discuss important issues regarding women's rights and to gain support
(Shockley et al., 2020; Thorsen & Sreedharan, 2019). Empowering women through involvement
in collective decision-making and religious traditions can also strengthen women's roles in the
public sphere (Cheek & Corbett, 2024; Pakuna et al., 2024). Another study illustrates that the
increase in education and career participation has strengthened the role of women in the
economy and society, although social control still limits their role in public sphere, especially
for female coffee farmers (Ramli et al., 2023; Vargas et al., 2023). AlImansour & Kempner (2016);
Langhi (2014) emphasize the importance of women's involvement in public sphere, both
academic and political, despite facing obstacles such as family obligations, cultural challenges,
and exclusion from public sphere. Overall, these studies show how women in various contexts
strive to expand their roles in the public sphere despite facing challenges. This research
positions itself by exploring the role of coastal women in improving the household economy
of small-scale fishermen through dialogue in the public sphere. The novelty of this study lies
in demonstrating how this dialogue not only facilitates the exchange of ideas but also actively
promotes the involvement of coastal women in creating sustainable alternative economies in
response to the challenges posed by climate change on fishermen’s household incomes.

Based on the description, this research will fill the gap in previous studies by exploring
the role of women in the context of coastal communities. How can dialogue in public sphere
be used to enhance the economic well-being of fishing families through women's involvement
in alternative economies, while also addressing the economic challenges exacerbated by
climate change.

This study aims to investigate the role of dialogue in public sphere in improving the
economy of small-scale fishermen in coastal areas and the extent to which dialogue in public
sphere can be an effective instrument in facilitating the exchange of information, ideas, and
solutions between small-scale fishermen to overcome the economic challenges they face,
exploring the role of women in efforts to improve the family economy.

RESEARCH METHOD

This research is a qualitative type because this research was made with the intention of
discuss more on the issue of authoritarian parenting that occurs in society through the
meaning of the authoritarian parenting scene in the Korean drama "SKY Castle" by parents
who apply authoritarian parenting. The nature of this research is descriptive because this This
study uses a qualitative descriptive method with a case study approach. Yin argues that the
use of case studies aims to understand and explain complex phenomena or situations in depth
(Yin, 2018). By using qualitative descriptive methods and case study approaches, this study
provides a deep understanding of the role and contribution of coastal women in improving
the economy of small-scale fishermen's households, as well as provide a basis for developing
more effective empowerment programs. Qualitative methods, according to Creswell, are
holistic and in-depth approaches to understanding human phenomena, with a focus on
descriptive data collection, contextual analysis, and a deep understanding of the meaning of
the subjects studied (Creswell & Creswell, 2018).
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Karangsong Village in Indramayu Regency was chosen as the research location because
it has characteristics of a coastal village whose majority population is small-scale fishermen.
Karangsong Village is a coastal village in Indramayu Regency whose majority population is
small-scale fishermen who depend on marine resources as their main source of livelihood.
Therefore, economic fluctuations due to the disruption of fishermen's fixed income have a
significant impact on their daily lives.

Table 2 List of informants

No Informant (Initials) Roles

1 Bambang (BM) Head of the Praja Gumiwang Community
2 Kusnanto (KS) Member of the Praja Gumiwang Community
3 Santi (ST) Housewife

Source : (Researcher, 2023)

Data collection was conducted through participant observation, in-depth interviews with
coastal women and local community leaders. The sources interviewed in this research include
Bambang (BM) and Kusnanto (KS). Bambang is the head of the Praja Gumiwang community,
Kusnanto (KS) is also a member of the Praja Gumiwang community, and Santi (ST) is a
housewife, as shown in Table 2. Documentation such as records of household economic
activities and empowerment activities were also analyzed. The data analysis in this study
follows a four-stage coding process based on Miles et al., (2014), which includes condensation,
coding, categorization, and theming. These four stages are used to conduct the data coding
process in order to derive themes from the interviews. Data analysis was conducted
qualitatively to identify the roles, contributions, and challenges faced by coastal women in
efforts to improve the household economy of small-scale fishermen. The results of the analysis
were used to interpret the roles and contributions of coastal women in improving the
household economy of small-scale fishermen.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The sea is where fishermen carry out their activities, but fishing cannot always be done
continuously because it is influenced by seasonal factors such as wind, waves, and ocean
currents. These factors are related to the tropical climate which has a dry season pattern (June
- September) and rainy season (December - March), as well as a transition season, namely April
- May and October - November. Starting from a chat conducted by small-scale fishermen in a
public sphere, to respond to the situation of no income for fishermen when the seasons
change. The chat among fishermen began with a discussion about unstable sea conditions
due to climate change. They shared their experiences about the decline in the number of fish
catches and the impact on their family's economic income.

The public sphere according to Habermas is a space that plays a role in the democratic
process. The public sphere is a democratic space or a platform for public discourse, where
citizens are free to express their opinions, needs, and interests discursively. The public sphere
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is independent, a place where people engage in rational and critical discussions with one
another about power, having free access from domination (Habermas, 1989). The use of public
sphere by small fishing communities for dialogue is an important step in promoting the
independence of coastal women to enhance household economies.

They felt concerned because this condition threatened their survival and the welfare of
their families. In the chat, an open dialogue was created, fishermen shared their feelings with
other fishermen about the lean season conditions they were facing, fishermen began to seek
joint solutions to overcome the economic challenges faced by climate change. One idea that
emerged was to empower coastal women in improving the family economy. According to
informant Arif, the dialogue between fishermen was carried out in fishermen's houses in turns
and the issues discussed in the dialogue were related to the decreasing sea catch, one of which
was the poor sea conditions which resulted in fishermen losing their fishing gear.

"The place for dialogue is still in the village and the location is in the fishermen's
houses themselves, if there are those who are willing to gather, they can do it at
my house, maybe Mr. Bambang wants to know what my house is like, and usually
the problems discussed are about bad sea weather conditions and if they force
themselves to go to sea, the fishing nets can be lost.” (BM, February 17, 2023)

In the dialogue activity, an initiative was created from the fishermen to involve coastal
women, in this case the wives of the fishermen, in an effort to improve the family economy.
They realized that women have the potential and an important role in processing fish catches,
trading, and family financial management. After the dialogue among fishermen, an agreement
was reached on an action plan to improve the family economy, namely by borrowing capital
from the fishermen's cooperative for business capital in fish management. Public dialogue
provides an opportunity for individuals and groups to communicate their personal experiences
and share their opinions and perspectives, facilitating protest actions, including digital
dialogue through virtual public sphere (Benecke & Verwey, 2020).

Thus, the dialogue is not only a forum for sharing experiences and ideas, but also an
initial step towards real change in improving the welfare of small fishing communities in facing
complex economic and environmental challenges. They realize that conditions such as this
lean season threaten their survival and the welfare of their families. Empowerment strategies,
such as involving women in cooperative management and diversifying fishery products, have
been suggested as potential solutions to reduce poverty and enhance the economic resilience
of fishing communities (Kahar & Broto, 2023). Through dialogues held in fishermen's homes
in turns, they share experiences and ideas to find solutions that can improve the family
economy.

The dialogue process requires awareness, awareness here is not in the form of technical
or knowledge transfer but is a dialogical process where individuals together seek solutions
and resolutions to problems. In the context of small-scale fishermen, public sphere like
Galampa in Holimombo Jaya Village serve as community meeting places where social,

500
Public Sphere Creates Independence for Coastal Women in Encouraging the Household Economy of Small-Scale Fishermen in
Karangsong Village, Indramayu Regency
Anisti, Sumardjo, Sarwititi Sarwoprasodjo, Siti Amanah



| Ekspresi dan Persepsi : Jurnal llmu Komunikasi | Vol. 7, No. 3, September 2024, pp. 495-508 |

economic, and cultural activities are discussed, reflecting Habermas's idea of the public sphere
as a forum for dialogue and problem-solving (Ahmadin & Amiruddin, 2020). Small-scale
fishermen in Karangsong village through the social capital they have, namely trust, norms, and
togetherness, form awareness to carry out dialectical communication in the form of
discussions to overcome the economic problems of fishermen in a dialogical form to find
solutions to the problems faced. According to informant Kus, the small-scale fishermen
community in Karangsong village has a joint business cooperative (KUB) Minah Subur whose
purpose is to help the economy of its members.

"The small fishing community in Karangsong village has a KUB, the KUB was
previously the result of a dialogue conducted by fishermen and it was agreed to
form a KUB whose purpose was to help the members' economy. In the past the
mothers' understanding of why the fathers held meetings kept getting no results,
and we explained to the mothers that the meetings were held to discuss improving
the family economy and the result was the creation of a KUB, and KUB members
could borrow capital for business." (KS, Desember 21, 2023)

With the existence of KUB, fishermen began to plan programs and activities that could
be carried out together with coastal women through the establishment of small businesses
managing marine products. They work together to increase production, increase the added
value of fish catches, as a plan to produce an alternative economy for fishermen during the
lean season. KUB is a forum for fishermen to establish small businesses managing marine
products. By combining the resources and knowledge they have, coastal women can optimize
the processing of catches through the process of managing fish catches into products with
economic value. For example, fresh fish can be processed into processed products such as
salted fish, dried fish, or other seafood products.

The establishment of these small businesses also helps to diversify the income sources
of fishermen's families. By having additional businesses in the marine product management
sector, fishermen and coastal women can have alternative income during the lean season or
in situations where fish catches decrease. In addition to improving their own economic welfare,
sustainable management of marine products can also contribute to the preservation of marine
resources and the coastal environment. In an interview, Santi elaborated on the role of women
in improving economic welfare:

"It is important for us to find ways for wives to contribute to the family's economy.” "This

can be done with small efforts or other jobs that can support the husband'’s income. '/

think we should think together about what kind of business is most suitable and feasible
for us to run, so that it can truly help the economy of the fishing family.” (ST, 17 Februari

2023)

Thus, this approach is not only beneficial for fishermen and coastal women economically,
but also for the sustainability of the environment and natural resources that are the basis of
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their lives. According to informant Arif, the formation of KUB resulting from the dialogue
agreement has a strong goal in creating an alternative economy for fishermen, through
women's independence.
"If we want to improve the welfare of fishermen's economy, the container is a
cooperative, then from this cooperative we will outline what the planning will be for
the women's business, finally from this planning, what is expected to happen in the
future, is that their business will run and that can help produce an alternative
economy other than going to sea.” (BM, February 12, 2024)

Thus, through dialogue and collaboration in KUB, small-scale fishers and coastal women
can face economic and environmental challenges more effectively and develop strategies for
economic sustainability. By leveraging their shared knowledge and resources, they can create
joint ventures that benefit the fishing community and the surrounding environment. This also
reflects a spirit of collaboration and empowerment that can serve as an example for other
communities in facing climate change and economic challenges.

The role of dialogue in improving the family economy is very important because it
facilitates open communication, exchange of ideas, and collaboration among fishermen.
Through dialogue, fishermen can share experiences and understanding of the economic
challenges they face. After the dialogue process, the fishermen have reached an agreement to
involve coastal women through the creation of an alternative economy with fish management
efforts. For this reason, in the context of overcoming the problem of declining economic
income of fishermen due to the phenomenon of changing seasons, the author creates a
framework for the dialogue process in the public sphere to create an alternative economy for
fishermen through the involvement of coastal women. (see picture 1).

Figure 1. The creation of an alternative economy through dialogue in public sphere
begins with the socio-economic problems faced by fishermen due to climate change which
has an impact on their declining income. The fishermen, feeling compelled to find solutions to
the problems they face, started a dialogue in their own public sphere. In this dialogue process,
they expressed the problems they faced to each other, in the dialogue process an initiation
and joint agreement was created to improve the family economy by involving coastal women
in alternative family economic efforts through fish management efforts. In this dialogue
process in public sphere, the role of dialogue is very crucial. Dialogue facilitates the exchange
of ideas and concepts between fishermen, allowing them to share experiences, knowledge,
and innovative ideas to overcome the economic challenges they face. In addition, dialogue
also allows for the formation of a joint agreement that encourages the active participation of
all parties in creating effective and sustainable solutions.
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Picture 1. Creating an Alternative Economy Through Dialogue in Public sphere

Public dialogue refers to the way communication and interaction occur between
individuals, groups, or entities in the context of an open public sphere, illustrating the process
of exchanging ideas, perspectives, and information among the parties involved in the
communication. This means that communication is not a one-way street; rather, it involves
various parties actively participating, and the communication process is no longer focused
solely on sending messages to others, but on the process of conveying messages together
with others. This indicates that communication aims for balanced and collaborative interaction
in creating the meaning of reality (Lubis, 2018).

Thus, the process of creating an alternative economy through dialogue in the public
sphere is relevant to previous research. Dialogue in the public sphere has been identified as a
means to build better understanding between various parties in society, resolve conflicts, and
achieve inclusive and sustainable solutions. The concept of dialogue in the public sphere
describes the process of exchanging ideas, views, and information between parties who
actively participate in communication, which is in accordance with the description of the
dialogue that emerged in the context of fishermen's economic problems.

In addition, previous studies have emphasized that the public sphere is not only a place
to interact and share knowledge but also a place where women can access new economic
opportunities and take part in decision-making related to their household economy. This is in
line with efforts to involve coastal women in efforts to create an alternative economy. Previous
studies also show that women play an important role in fishing communities, especially in
increasing family economic income. Women play a crucial role in small-scale fishing
communities through their involvement in the fish value chain activities, contributing to food
security and the enhancement of household income (Manyungwa et al., 2019).
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Several previous studies have also revealed the role of coastal women in helping to
increase family economic income. Utami (2018) revealed that involvement in improving family
economics is one of the pillars of strengthening the regional economy. In addition, women
play a crucial role in the sustainability of family-managed small-scale fisheries and often serve
as drivers of innovation and business development (Freeman & Svels, 2022). Empowering
women, especially in rural areas, will greatly assist in improving the economic well-being of
individuals, families, and rural communities (Fabiyi & Akande, 2015). Therefore, empowering
women in rural areas is key to improving the welfare of individuals, families, and society as a
whole in efforts to create an alternative economy for fishing communities.

Thus, it can be said that dialogue in the public sphere plays a crucial role in strengthening
the economic well-being of small-scale fishing families by involving women in alternative
economies. Through effective dialogue, fishermen can share experiences, identify problems,
and seek solutions together to face the economic challenges posed by climate change.
Furthermore, this research emphasizes that the active involvement of women in the public
sphere and family economic decision-making can significantly contribute to the improvement
of the welfare of fishing families, thereby expanding our understanding of the role of women
in the context of coastal economies. This research provides new insights that are relevant in
efforts to empower women in coastal communities and enhance their economic resilience
against dynamic environmental changes.

CONCLUSION

Through open and supportive dialogue, fishermen expressed their concerns and ideas
to overcome their economic challenges. Through dialogue, awareness was raised to create an
alternative economy. The solution that emerged was to involve coastal women in improving
the family economy to mitigate the impact of the lean season they faced. The process of
creating an alternative economy through dialogue in the public sphere is in accordance with
previous research findings. Dialogue in the public sphere has been recognized as a means to
build a better understanding between various parties in society, as well as emphasizing the
importance of involving women in family economic decision-making.

Theoretical Implications

The implications of the dialogue theory highlight the importance of open
communication, exchange of ideas, and collaboration among fishermen and other community
members in formulating solutions to improve the family economy. Dialogues conducted in the
public sphere facilitate the critical and constructive exchange of ideas, which in turn allows for
the formation of mutual agreements. The dialogue process involving fishermen reflects the
concept of community participation. In addition, this study highlights the importance of
recognizing the role played by women in natural resource management and family financial
management. This not only provides opportunities for women to contribute economically but
also promotes gender equality in decision-making.
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Policy Implications

The policy implications of the results of the dialogue and initiatives carried out by small-
scale fishermen in Karangsong village have great potential to form a policy basis that supports
alternative economic development for fishermen and coastal women. The government can
develop policies that specifically support the empowerment of coastal women in the fisheries
sector and natural resource management. These policies can include women's access to
training, education, business capital, and technical support to increase their role and
contribution to the family economy. Policies that support the formation and strengthening of
cooperatives could provide support in terms of capital, management, marketing, and market
access.

Research Limitations

Although this study provides valuable insights into efforts to create an alternative
economy through dialogue and participation of coastal women in natural resource
management in Karangsong Village, Indramayu Regency, there are several limitations that
need to be considered. The main limitation of qualitative research is the difficulty in
generalizing the results of the study because it focuses on a particular case study. This study
was only conducted in one village, so the findings and recommendations generated may not
be directly applicable to different contexts. This study may be limited in the number of
respondents or informants involved. This may limit the representation of diverse views and
experiences of fishermen and coastal women in Karangsong Village. Although the study was
conducted at the village level, it is possible that some local aspects or relevant social and
economic dynamics may not be fully explored.
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